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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, IN 

SUBJECT: MAHESH DESAI FIGHTS OUSTER AS HMS GENERAL SECURITY 

REF: NEW DELHI 11934 

1. MAHESH DESAI HAS OBTAINED A STAY ORDER FROM A BOMBAY 
COURT ON SEPT 1 1 TEMPORARILY ENJOINING HIS OUSTER AS GENERAL 
SECRETARY OF THE HMS (REFTEL). THE ORDER FURTHER ENJOINS THE 
WITHDRAWAL OF THE HMS'S BANK ACCOUNTS FROM DESAI S CONTROL AND 
THE TRANSFER OF THE CONFEDERATION HEADQUARTERS FROM BOMBAY TO 
NEW DELHI. WE UNDERSTAND THAT HMS PRESIDENT MAKHAN CHATTERJEE 
REPRESENTED THE ANTI-DESAI MAJORITY ON THE WORKING COMMITTEE IN 
THE COURT ACTION. 

2. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THAT DESAI S POSITION AS THE LEADER OF 
THE HMS HAS BEEF EFFECTIVELY UNDERMINED AND THAT HE NOW 
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HAS VERY LITTLE REAL STANDING TO SPEAK AS THE CONFEDERATION'S 
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GENERAL SECRETARY, EVEN THOUGH -FOR THE MOMENT- HE RETAINS 
HIS OFFICE IN THE LEGAL SENSE. 
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